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California Cities Struggle With Street Funding  
as Crescent City Hopes for ATP Grant Win 

 
September 10, 2015: At the August 3, 2015 Council meeting the City Council for the 
City of Crescent City voted in support of a resolution urging the state to provide new 
sustainable funding for state and local transportation infrastructure. This is in response 
to a growing need statewide as nearly 58% of state roads need rehabilitation or 
pavement maintenance, and nearly a quarter of all local roadways are expected to 
reach failed condition by the year 2024.  

In Crescent City, one of the most visible roads is Front Street. With numerous potholes 
and fading striping the City has received increased complaints over recent weeks. 
Unfortunately, the solution to the problem doesn't come easy, as Public Works Director 
Eric Wier relates "Front Street has surface problems for sure, but the real concerns with 
it run much deeper and are not easily recognized."  

Front Street is continually failing due to its substandard structure. This is primarily due 
to the type of fill and construction methods used during its many phases of construction 
that began in the 1850’s. Many of the road failures over the years have been discovered 
to have been caused by rotting logs and other non-suitable wood debris that was used 
as fill material. The street also contains aging infrastructure over 50 and 60 years old 
including cast iron water mains, corrugated metal and concrete storm drains, as well as 
lighting systems that needs replacement before major improvement to the pavement is 
complete. 

In 2010 the City added rejuvenation oil to the street and updated pavement striping. 
However, such actions merely cover the problem instead of addressing the underlying 
issues. The City considered a thin overlay project, but at today's cost of nearly half a 
million dollars out of an entire General Fund budget of just over $4 million the funds 
simply aren't there.  

"And even if they were, is it really the best use of taxpayer dollars when our community 
has so many needs?" asks City Manager Eugene Palazzo. To properly address the  

 



 

 

needs of Front Street in its entirety, and to build a road that will last, estimates run in the 
range of nearly $10 million.  

So what is in store for Front Street? Front Street is the envisioned "backbone" of the 
city, connecting Beachfront Park with the Downtown. It is where the city residents and 
our visitors will come to enjoy the outdoor recreation and shopping our city has to offer. 
Front Street needs to reflect the vibrant community and history the area has to offer.  

The City is currently awaiting response on an Active Transportation Planning (ATP) 
grant it submitted earlier this year. If the grant were awarded it would begin 
implementation of the first phase of the Front Street Master Plan. It would also execute 
a portion of the Beachfront Park Master Plan. Specifically, the ATP grant would narrow 
Front Street by creating parking areas that would serve as a staging area for the 
California Coastal Trail, and provide Class 1 bicycle and pedestrian access to the trail. 
This grant may provide up to 88.55% of the $1.9 million project, with additional funds 
coming from regional surface transportation grant funds already allocated.  

Wier notes that as with most other large projects, this one will likely be taken piece by 
piece. The City is continually looking for, evaluating, and applying for grants that may 
benefit Front Street. The Council also continues to support responsible legislation that 
looks to increase sustainable, long-term funding through actions such as the adoption of 
the Fix Our Roads resolution noted above.  

The City is also nearing the commencement of construction on B Street, a project 
funded through a CDBG grant that was awarded last year for approximately $1.3 
million. This project will replace the aging sewer main that runs down B Street and 
through Front Street and will also include reestablishing the Howe Drive extension at 
the west end of Beachfront Park create a thoroughfare. 

"It is a struggle, however, the City Council and Staff are dedicated to doing the best it 
can with the resources available to continue to push for these improvements" states 
Palazzo.  

More information on the Beachfront Park and Front Street Master Plans can be found in 
the Public Documents portion on the City website: www.crescentcity.org or by calling 
707-464-7483 ext. 223.  
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